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ABSTRACT: This study aimed to unravel the effect of active learning on developing creative thinking skills and academic
performance or achievement from the perspective of a Life and Earth Sciences’ teacher. However, in her study, the research
student took a quantitative analysis approach where the field research results showed and proved the existence of overlapping,
and complex factors and variables that helped clarify the hindering struggles that Life and Earth Sciences’ teachers face in
adopting the active-learning method which may explain the understanding issues that the students face, as well as the
academic performance problems that get in their ways.

The data obtained from this research may help in monitoring the main causes and factors that greatly contribute to pushing
Life and Earth Sciences’ teachers to adopt a traditional-learning strategy which is based on passive teaching away from involving
students in the process of building their knowledge.

Through the obtained data from a survey that was conducted with the teachers that teach Life and Earth Sciences, we reached
the following conclusions:

- The poor training of Life and Earth Sciences’ teachers in active learning strategies, overcrowding of classrooms, absence of
pedagogical means, and the commitment of the curriculum by itself are all factors given by teachers that explain why they
don’t resort to using active-learning methods.

- According to the teachers that are part of the research sample, they don’t see active-learning strategies have an effect in
academic performance or achievement, because the traditional-learning strategy has been resulting in the making of brilliant
students.

- The lack of awareness of creative thinking skills when it comes to Life and Earth Sciences’ teachers came to light.

KEYWORDS: project-based learning, active learning, creative thinking, learning strategies, psychology of learning.
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